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The Political Geographic Importance of the Locations of Syria and Iraq in the Russian Strategy 

after 2011 

The study concludes that the locations of Syria and Iraq do have a great political geographic 

importance in the world's political map. Geographic, economic, military and international factors 

have led to the orientation of the Russian foreign policy. The economic factor is on the top of these 

factors. The Syrian crisis has represented a great chance for Russia to regain its position in the 

international community as a great nation. Syria represents the Russian backyard, for this reason it's 

important to preserve it by securing it which will result in achieving security in the surrounding 

countries. The Syrian location represents the knothole through which the Iranian and Arab energy 

pipelines are passing. Whereas the Iraqi location represents the rich production area. Tartus base 

has a very important status for the Russian foreign policy as it is the last foothold for Russia in the 

Mediterranean sea, and that losing it may entail losing the Middle East Region. The Syrian and 

Iraqi locations enable Russia to reach warm waters to get rid of its weak geopolitical area. The 

Syrian and Iraqi political geographic locations helped making them an area of competition and 

conflict for big powerful nations. 

 


