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The scientific progress of universities is a reflection of academic freedom, which is
according to what the International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences has indicated
that it is the endeavor to provide a free environment for professors and the
university as they represent the components of the academic community Professors
have the right to write and talk about the truth as they see it without restrictions,
especially the termination of employment by the higher academic administration or
by the country's political authority, in addition to the right of the professor to
provide protection for him from internal or external pressures that fall on him as a
result of the opinions or products he discloses about a matter Or a specific incident,
even if it is inappropriate to the authorities or pressure from students or colleagues
organizing a particular political party The university is also entitled to enjoy complete
independence that enables it to exercise its role without restraint or interference by
any authority or outside party.

Article (9) of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research Law No. 40 of
1988 stipulated (The university is a safe campus and a cultural, intellectual, scientific,
and technical radiation center in society, where reason flourishes within it and the
ability of creativity and innovation to shape life rises in it. It is directly responsible for
achieving its goals and undertakes continuous studies and research in various aspects
of human knowledge and reviews related to the scientific situation and the reality of
new needs that ensure sober and high levels to suit the age and its requirements and
lead to reaching scientific and technical classes that put Irag in the ranks of
developed countries)

In Article (10) thereof, (1- the university, the college, the scientific research center,
and higher institutes associated with the university have the same moral personality,
administrative and financial independence, and a council manages the legal capacity
necessary to achieve its goals and each of them.

2- A Fund has been established in each of the Ministry's Center, the University, the
Commission, the College, the Institute, and the Scientific Research Centers, named
Higher Education Fund, which has moral personality and administrative and financial
independence ...)

It is noted from the texts above that the Iraqi project decided the university’s
administrative, financial and legal independence, which would help provide the
climate for activating academic freedom. To achieve this and confirm it, the
University of Basrah developed its policy of academic freedom, which is as follows:
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Article one:
This policy aims to:

1- Putting Iraqi legislation into practice by the university.

2- Providing a free environment for academics to express their opinions without
being subjected to harassment or pressure from internal or external bodies.

3- Ensure that the university achieves its development plans without interference by
external parties and away from political activities.

4- Scientific development and progress that is consistent with the scientific and
global phase.

Article two:

Members of the faculty elect the formation of a permanent committee to be located
in the university presidency called (Academic Freedom Committee) consisting of
members of the teaching staff of not less than five and they at the university, and in
coordination with the purity of the academics, the tasks of the committee are as
follows:

1- Developing the policy implementation plan and its implementation by the
university presidency and all its formation.

2- Follow up on implementing the policy and its application by the university's
presidency and all its complaints.

3- Developing the policy by reviewing it periodically and making the necessary
proposals to overcome the obstacles that may arise upon implementation and
submitting them to the council secretariat for discussion and approval.

4- Receive complaints from academics who are being harassed because of their ideas
and opinions, and investigate them.

5-In coordination with the Legal Affairs Department, the negligent will be held
accountable if he is from inside the university. Legal procedures are moved against
him if he is from outside it.

6- Submit periodic reports on the committee’s information related to iron or cases of
violation of academic freedom to the council’s secretariat.
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Article Three:

The academician has the right to establish or join professional unions that represent
him, and he has full freedom to choose between them and has the right to defend
him.

Article four:

It is the academic's right, whether inside or outside the university campus, to have
complete freedom to express his opinions and ideas resulting from what he received
from knowledge and knowledge. He has the right to discuss them without being
subjected to harassment pressures because of them.

Article five:

The academic has the right to use any means to express his opinion and ideas in an
open and unrestricted manner, whether it is a means of social communication or
otherwise.

Article six:

It is not permissible for academic institutions to restrict the academic's right to
express his ideas or opinions, prevent him from exercising this right or threaten him
through the use of methods of dismissal or disciplinary sanctions.

Article seven:

The necessity of holding seminars, workshops, and lectures on introducing the
academic right to the principle of academic freedom and its constitutional and legal
guarantees.
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Article eight:

The university shall be entirely free to formulate its independent policy in terms of
recruitment, acceptance of students, scholarships, protocols with other scientific
institutions, finding additional independent funding sources, and developing
development plans for the university. To reach the desired goal, which is scientific
development and keeping pace with global scientific progress.

Article nine:

The university proposes a draft law that guarantees academic freedom and similar
laws, allowing the academy a vast space for creativity and innovation away from
complications and routine matters due to administrative dependency. This project is
submitted to the competent authorities and according to legal channels.

Article Ten:

The university has the full right to appoint or dismiss faculty members or grant them
promotions or vacations without interference by any religious, social, or political
party in this.

Article Eleven:

The university has the right to independently manage its financial resources and find
new resources without being subject to any external authority or internal authority
in this regard.

Article twelve:

The university has the right to establish colleges, institutes, or research centers it
deems necessary, allocate a budget for it for research and development, and set up
specialized academic courses. It has the right to amend the curricula and decisions.
The teaching system's adoption deems appropriate without interference in that by
any party, regardless of its political, religious, or social activity.
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