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The dangerous effects of smoking and its effects are not limited to only a smoker
rather, its influence extends to all people who are present in his surroundings of co-
workers in the same institution and they are at risk of passive smoke, which reflects
negatively on their health lives. Therefore, this represents an assault on a person's
right to enjoy physical health. And consequently, it affects their job performance and
their physical condition as well in addition to the health care that the state must
provide it for passive smokers who was no reason for them to be in this situation. As
for the smoker, then, the effect of smoking is not only reflected on his health but also
reflected on his career performance and on being a member of society who
negatively affects on society rather than being helpful member to achieve the total
interest and does not harm them.

From all of the above, and in order to preserve the constitutional right of individuals
to be in good health as stipulated in this Constitution in Article (31) of the Iraqi
constitution in force for the year 2005 which came in it: (Every citizen has the right to
health care. The State shall maintain public health and provide the means of
prevention and treatment by building different types of hospitals and health
institutions). Also, stated in Article (33) (Every individual has the right to live in safe
environmental conditions, and the State shall undertake the protection and
preservation of the environment and its biological diversity).

As well as the text of the Public Health Law No. (89) of 1981 in force that healthy
physical, mental and social fitness a right guaranteed by society to every citizen and
the state must provide the requirements for enjoying it. In addition, the goal is to
reach a healthy society and the provision of the human right to health is one of the
sustainable development goals which Irag has taken upon itself to achieve.

Pursuant to the constitutional text, the Iraqi legislature has passed Anti-smoking Law
No. (19) of 2012, that emphasized in on the need to ban smoking and reduce its
scope, and it requires the imposition of penalties against those who violate its
provisions.

Based on this constitutional and legal principle, Basrah University has set its policy
for the purpose of protecting university attendees, including staffs and students,
from health, social, environmental and economic risks that as a result of positive and
passive smoking to avoid its damaging effects. This policy is as follows:
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Article one:

The aim of this policy is:

1- Creating a healthy university environment free from the negative effects of
smoking.

2- Encouraging smokers to quit smoking through health education and by helping to
quit.

3- Spreading health awareness and education of the dangers and harms of passive
and positive smoking.

4- Protecting non-smokers from university attendees from the harmful effects of
secondhand smoke.

5- Implementing Iraqgi laws and legislations to achieve the interest of society and the
individual.

6- Achieving one of the seventeen sustainable development goals, which is the third
goal (good health and well-being).

Article two:

Forming a committee in the university presidency which works in coordination with
Legal Affairs Department on policy implementation and take the necessary legal
measures regarding it according to the relevant laws.

Article three:

The committee is monitoring of implement the policy by all university formations,
and it has the right to suggest its development including overcoming obstacles
implementation. The committee, also, has the right to suggest sub-committees in
colleges and research centers to ensure the proper implementation of the policy.

Article four:

Compulsion of colleges and all university formations in contain their curricula and
instructional syllabus on the risks and harms of smoking whether these risks are
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reflected in the smoker himself or those around him from relatives or colleagues,
work and study which is known as passive smoking.

Article five:

Designating specific spaces for smokers to smoke in it away from non-smokers and
take into account that they are isolated from human gatherings as well as have all
standards of smoking rooms according to sanitary and engineering rules.

Article six:

A monetary penalty is imposed on anyone who violates the implementation of this
policy according to the provisions of the relevant laws and the implementation of
this article is by the Legal Affairs Department at the University Presidency.

Article seven:

Establishing an educational and awareness program that includes holding seminars
and workshops, and educational lectures by the university in order to spread the
culture of non-smoking among university attendees, including associates and
students. And all colleges and research centers are obligated to implement that
program.

Article eight:

The media center of Basrah University publishes risks and damages in the form of
video materials by visual university media or in the form of audio lectures through
Basra University Radio. As well as distributing brochures introducing these risks, and
printing posters that encourage the fight against smoking.
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Article nine:

Issuing directives for contractors with Basrah University such as the owners of stalls
and clubs to prohibit the sale of tobacco products and its derivatives like a cigarette
or hookah whether it is raw or manufactured.

Article ten:

Preventing smoking inside all university buildings as well as university transportation
and also smoking is prohibited inside the students hostels of Basrah University. In
addition, it is prohibited inside the club and the pool, and all the entertainment
places of the university except in places designated for smoking and as stipulated in
this policy.

Article eleven:

Smoking promotion is prohibited whether by posting visual or audio ads that
encourage people who want to smoke. The prohibited promotion includes a posting
a smoking advertisement by printing it on clothes or bags or stationary supplies or
umbrellas or mugs and other promotional means.

Article twelve:

Basrah University works on coordination with the health departments in the province
or other related departments to develop an action plan to combat smoking by
holding educational lectures about risks of smoking and its harmful sequences. This
plan, also, help smokers to quit smoking through the health programs followed in it.
In addition to that, devoting a day (called day of "No for the killer smoking") to
activities and events that encourage implementation of this policy.
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